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Trow News Disparches

Japanese and Amecvican experts will
dismantle snd inspect the top-secret
- supersonic Seviet Mig-23 fiown to Ja-
pan by a defecting Russian pilot, a

v Japanese government spokesman in
Tokyo said yesterday.
v YWe received word through the For-
eign Ministry that the U.S. military
promised to cooperate ‘under Japan's
initiative' for dismantling, transfer-
ring aud inspecting” the plane, the
spokesman said. “We plan to begin
dismantling the jet Sunday.”
Meanwhile, the West German
weekly news magzazine Stern reported
yesterday that the Soviet pilot, 1st Lt
Viktor Belenko, was persuaded to de-
feet by an Austrian engineor working
for the Cenural Intellizence Agency.
The magazine said Japanese author-
ities were told to expect the pilot's ar-
.. rival at least 10 days beiore the jet,
' codenamed Foxbat by WATO, touched
down at a Japanese civilian airport
- Sept. 6.

Quoting reliable Western sources,
Stern sald the pilot was first. ap-
preoached in August 1974 ai an East-

+ West symposiuta- on space and high-
level flight being held at Tsakhikad-
sor in the Soviet Republic of Armenia.
The Austrian engincer who reportediv
approached Belenko was not identi-
fied by the magazine.

The Soviet {lver was one of three
AMiz-23 pilots who had bheen selected
by the C1A as a possible defector, the
magazine said. Belenko spoke <ood
English and was having diftieulties
with his sunerior ofticers, sccording
to Stern.

The difficulries cvulminated shordy

.- before his defection in a disciplinary

. hearing at whicn Belense was accused

«. of “luxurious extravazanees.” He was
penalwea by being pc»'od to a Sibe-

- rian base.
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There was no explanation of wh} if
Jelenko were under a cloud the Sovi-
ets allowed him to keep flying the
Mig-25,

At the {ime of his defection, Stern
said, Belenko's jet was escorted by an-
other Mig-25 un a xmtrol ilizht. To
Inse the escort, the report said, Re-
lenke feigned engine trouble and
slowed down his jet to save fuel,

Following  ernergency procedures,
the escort circied over the supposediy
disabled jet until its own fuel supsly
ran too low ior it to pursue Belenko's
suddenly accelerating plane, Stern
said,

Belenko was granted asylum in the
United States 2 weel ago.

‘There was no U.S. comment on the .}

Jaranese report that Japanese and
U.3. experis will dizsmantle the Mig.
The Kyodo news service reported that
Lt. Gen. Walier T. Galligan, com-
mander of U.S. forces in Japan. had

met with Japanese air self defense .

force authorities.

Therd have been reports that the -
. agency hopes to borrow a giant Amer-

ican C-3\ transport plane to tvanster
the Soviet aircraft from Hakodate aiv-
port in northern Japan, where it
landed, to a Japanese aur base.
The averaft £lies at speeds of up to
2,699 miles per hour at 80,009 feet.
Informed sourees have said the air-

: rlmt is less advaned tiian previously

believed. They compaced it with a
“anned reekel.” the sourees said one
of the bizgest surprises is that it bas

lot.

The plane was described as a high-
~‘n*u<l Fich-speed interceptor rather
thait a fn_.{hter. .

The Soviet Cnion has demanded re-
peatedly that the jet be returned.

ne parachute ejection zear for the pi-
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